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Organisation details….. 

The Olive Branch Network became a registered charity on 21st March 2017. The 
charity aims are: 

1) To relieve/prevent poverty of parents or carers of newborn babies in 
Hertfordshire, in particular but not exclusively by providing Moses baskets, and 
items of baby clothing, bedding, toiletries and other essentials; and 

2) The relief and assistance of carers and parents in need within Hertfordshire 
England, by providing such support as the trustees deem fit, in particular but not 
limited to a befriending / mentoring service. 

Trustees  
Appointed Dec 2016  
Seyi Yusuff (Chair & Founder) 
Sarah Harris (Founding Trustee) + 
(Treasurer - Dec 2016 – March 2018)  

Rinal Patel (Founding Trustee) 
Appointed Jan 2018   
Carly Barnes (Trustee) 
Ben Neale (Treasurer, March 2018)  

The trustees have complied with their duty to have due regard to the guidance on public benefit 

published by the Charities Commission in exercising their powers or duties. 
  
Bank - Natwest Bank 
Address: 26-28 Queensway, Stevenage SG1 1BS 
Sort code: 55-50-44  -  Account number: 66649277 
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What we do….. 

At present we are focusing on the first aim and have been providing baskets and or 
baths to families in need since September 2017. A key principle of The Olive Branch 
Network is to support parents who are considered to be vulnerable or who may be 
facing, or are likely to face, hardships such as but not limited to: 

-Refugees 
-Single parents 
-Parents with limited family support 
-Parents who may be facing emotional and/ or financial difficulties.  

We hope that this will help to improve the emotional well-being of these vulnerable 
new parents, supporting parents from all walks of life, background and faiths.  

Referrals are taken from professionals and community groups, thus ensuring those 
receiving our support are linked to ongoing support services. In the last year we have 
worked with housing officers, safeguarding Social Workers, Health Visitors,  Midwives 
and various community groups. Items are collected by or delivered to these 
professionals, who then deliver the bundles  as part of their scheduled visits that they 
would make to the family. 

The Olive Branch Network believes it’s important to distribute items in good condition. 
All items are clean and safety checked where necessary. We want the families who 
receive items from The Olive Branch Network to feel they are receiving a gift and not a 
hand out, we want them to feel valued. We take care in the presentation of our 
bundles and always like to include a treat for parents. 

We believe that by providing these items The Olive Branch Network is benefiting the 
emotional and mental well-being of vulnerable parents. Additionally, these essential 
items help relieve some of the financial burden at a stressful time. Supporting 
vulnerable families at this time would help to reduce the likelihood of post-natal 
depression and other mental health difficulties that would be exacerbated by stress. 
Parents are then able to spend more time focusing on bonding with their baby and 
providing care, rather than worrying about trying to purchasing these items. By 
providing moses baskets containing new mattresses, we are able to drastically improve 
the safety of babies and significantly reduce the risk of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.  
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Welcome letter from Chair of Trustees and Founder..… 
I cannot believe that the The Olive Branch Network is officially one! So much 
has happened in the last year. I have had the dream and wanted to do 
something for so many years but never had the courage to put my prayers, and 
hopes down on paper or even dare to speak about them. It feels like only 
yesterday that I sent texts, emails and WhatsApp messages. Met people for 
coffee to talk about a dream that at the times seamed so incoherent. But 
people listened and offered so much support, and encouragement.  

I am so grateful to these people, who will probably never really know the impact that their generosity 
and faith in the vision has had on me, because of them we have The Olive Branch Network. Sarah 
and Rinal who joined as Founding Trustees, who immediately ‘got it’, before there was anything, 
even a name. We had no idea what we were doing but muddled through to create something 
tangible and now Ben and Carly who have joined the team! People that created the logo, branding 
materials, leaflets, cards, posters. Friends, family, and the church community, for providing a moral 
compass to steer me and bringing me back to the reasons why The Olive Branch Network began.  

The stories behind the donations is something that I have only begun to comprehend the impact this 
has had on me. People have donated, because they simply believe in what The Olive Branch 
Network is about, people who are parents and want to support others in difficult situations, parents 
who understand and have experienced the pain of being alone, parents who have experienced so 
much loss and want to provide some sort of comfort to another family. We’ve also had parents that 
the Charity initially supported wanting to donate items back because they have been so grateful and 
want to do the same for others. We have been able to connect with a range of professionals, who 
really want to support the families they work with in any way possible. I am so happy they are able to 
use the service that we can now provide.  

The most incredible and humbling part of the last year for me, has been supporting the families that 
are in really dire, desperate and vulnerable circumstances. It has been so heartbreaking reading and 
hearing about the families being referred to us. People who come from different backgrounds, faiths 
and walks of life who deserve to be treated with value. Our job now is to show a genuine embrace of 
love and acceptance, I am so passionate about this aspect of our work.   

Whats next for us? First of all, continuing to support as many families as we possibly can,  keeping the 
vision alive and raising the profile of The Olive Branch Network. Doing this by developing the 
‘Network’, continuing to make links with agencies and professional. In addition developing a larger 
volunteer base, with specific roles. What we’ve achieved in the last year has been amazing and I 
cannot wait to see what the second year of The Olive Branch Network will bring. Thank you all so 
much!!!  

Seyi Yusuff  

Founder and Chair of Trustees 
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Key figures….. 

We began to accept referrals from September 2017 and to date ( 30th April 
2018) we have: 
• Accepted 52 referrals 
• Provided baskets/baths to 45 families  
• Currently have five open referrals 

This is an amazing achievement, we had a target of supporting at least 50 
families in our first year, considering 45 families were supported with just over 
eight months. We are so pleased to have been able to support so many families. 

Approximate figures 
Moses baskets - 41  
New mattresses  - 41  
Baby baths - 37  
Bottle sets - 34  
Clothing items - 2250 -2600 
Toys, teddies, comforters - 250-300 
Fitted sheets - 125 
Muslins - 150 
Bibs - 150 - 160 
Towels - 55  
Toiletries - 250 
Nappy packs 100-110 
Baby wipe packets - 160 
Socks - 200 
Mittens and hats - 190 
Snowsuits – 50  
Parent/mum toiletry packs - 50 
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What we’ve been up to in the last year….. Social Media, 
Facebook 

Although we have an Instagram and Twitter page, Facebook has been instrumental in 
spreading awareness, of The Olive Branch Network, coordinating donations and 
making urgent appeal. 

We currently have over 300 likes, thats over 
300 people receiving information and regular 
updates regarding The Olive Branch Network. 
In addition this has led huge successes with 
urgent appeals. Shortly before Christmas we 
received urgent referrals for two premature 
babies who had nothing, we did not have 
much tiny baby clothing items.  Within an 
hour of posting an urgent appeal we had an 
overwhelming amount of support and were 
able to fill baskets and baths for both 
babies .This post reached over 7000 people.  
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What we’ve been up to in the last year - Garage open days 

Once we began to accept donations, we quickly realised that we needed an easily 
accessible space to store the items. Initially they were being stored in one of the 
trustees home. A garage was eventually secured in Stevenage. As trustees we 
decided that it would be useful to open the garage once a month in order to be a 
central donation point but also for people to volunteer organising 
and sorting the items received, the first garage 
open day was in September 2017.  

This has become a regular event and the garage is now usually open on the first 
Sunday of the month.These events have been advertised on facebook and have 
been a great opportunity for people to drop off donations, volunteer, and ask 
questions about The Olive Branch Network. Over the last six months, due to 
generous donations we have built our reserves of items and only 
need to make urgent appeals in exceptional circumstances.  
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What we’ve been up to in the last year….. Networking  

In July, October and November 2017, we held networking stalls, in Farnham House 
Stevenage, Apsley, Hemel Hempstead, and County Hall Hertford. These are office 
bases for many professionals who have referred families to us over the last eight 
months. We were able to speak to Social Care Workers, Social Workers, Health Visitors 
and Midwives about The Olive Branch Networks, origins, aims and referral process.   
Whilst networking we were able to highlight items that we required in terms of 
donations. Over the course of the next year, we have plans to continue to build The 
Olive Branch ‘Network’ with many more professionals, agencies and community 
groups.  
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Case Studies….. 
The Olive Branch Network is faith based, but not faith biased and will support parents 
from all walks of life, backgrounds, and faiths. These are just a few examples of the 
families that we have supported, families who live in Hertfordshire and are having a 
difficult time. 

(names have been changed for confidentiality purposes) 

‘Rosie, is a very vulnerable 16 year old girl, who speaks little to no English, she was 
homeless and is now living in a hostel where she can be supported. She has very 
little for herself. She had no items for baby or somewhere for him to sleep. 
Professionals supporting her made a referral to The Olive Branch Network, stating 
that ‘this would be a lovely gift for Rosie, and a great start to helping her on her 
journey to be the best mum she can be’ 

‘Anna, is a single mother and is the victim of domestic abuse. Anna is struggling 
financially; she has managed to get everything for Ruby accept for a moses basket 
and baby bouncer.  Ruby is currently 5 weeks old and is sleeping in the bed with 
Anna which is against the advice of the health professionals as it increases the risk 
of sudden infant death syndrome’. 

‘A young Romanian family, who has a 4.5 year old daughter. They have no family in 
the UK, very little friends. Father works but has very low income; they do not 
receive any benefits. They live in one room in a shared property….. family have 
been trying to purchase items for new baby but are struggling just to make ends 
meet’. 

‘Helen, was born a week ago, the family have a few bottles but no steriliser, one 
pack of nappies and a few outfits. Helen has been sleeping on the sofa as the 
family do not have moses basket or cot. The family are asylum seekers and 
therefore do not have a lot of money and are unable to purchase things for the 
baby’.  

‘Paige is living in supported accommodation for young people and is due to have 
her baby. She is currently living on benefits. She will remain at the hostel …. to 
support her with living skills and maintaining a tenancy'.  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Feedback….. 

By providing baskets and baths The Olive Branch Network aim to ease the practical 
difficulties encountered, but also to send a message to these parents that they are  not 
alone, loved, and valued, hoping that this encouragement will help in some way to 
have a positive start to their parenting journey.  

‘I would just like to say a huge thank you to the olive branch network for supplying 
the moses basket and essential items for my client last Friday. I was amazed at how 
quickly my referral was responded to and how quickly the item was supplied. On 
delivering the moses basket to the mother she was taken aback at how many helpful 
items there were and was extremely grateful for the speed in which the basket was 
supplied meaning she no longer has to co-sleep with her young baby.Thanks once 
again’  

‘Suzzanne, has asked to say a huge thank you for the wonderful basket, bath and so 
much more!! She was overwhelmed and it did wonders for her self- esteem! Such an 
efficient service too! The mother that I gave the Moses basket and Bath bundles to 
asked that I thank you so very much for your kind donations of baby items, which 
she is ecstatic about!’ 
  
‘I also wish to thank you and your colleagues for all the work and effort given into 
putting the bundles together; and also delivering them to me. This kind gesture has 
ensured that Mother and her baby are off to a better start than they may have had.’ 

‘I would just like to say a massive thank you for the baby items you provided for our 
family just days before Christmas. They were an amazing gift. Our outreach worker 
has spoken to mum on the telephone today, and she has confirmed that baby is 
now home from hospital, and that they had a good Christmas. ……..Once again, 
your response to our request was so quick, and this enabled this family to safely take 
baby home for Christmas. This not only safeguarded the baby, but also enabled his 
older brother, who has autism, to have Christmas at home without having to make 
daily visits to the hospital with his mum. Your service is fantastic’ 

‘I have just seen and delivered the lovely gifts to my family that you have provided, 
thank you so much! The gifts were beautiful and the mother was very grateful, the 
mother is feeling low at the moment, and so this gave her a positive lift which was 
needed’. 
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Accounts and Receipts…. 
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Charity Name The Olive Branch Network No (if any)
1172170

Receipts and payments accounts
For the period 

from
01/04/2017

To
31/03/2018

Section A Receipts and payments
Unrestricted 

funds Restricted funds Endowment 
funds Total funds

to the nearest      £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £
A1 Receipts 
Donations (General)   532   -     -     532 
Donations (Garage rental)   703   -     -     703 
Grant   - 0   1,000   -     1,000 
Donations (Events)   892   -     -     892 

  - 0   -     -     -   
  - 0   -     -     -   
  - 0   -     -     -   
  - 0   -     -     -   

Sub total(Gross income for AR)   2,127   1,000   -     3,127 

A2 Asset and investment sales, 
(see table).

  - 0   - 0   - 0   -   
  - 0   - 0   - 0   -   

Sub total   - 0   - 0   - 0   -   

Total receipts   2,127   1,000   - 0   3,127 

A3 Payments
Charitable Activities   298   286   -     584 
Garage Rental   703   -     703 
Garage Rental (Grant)   - 0   580   -     580 
Promotional materials   - 0   134   -     134 

  - 0   -     -     -   
  - 0   -     -     -   
  - 0   -     -     -   
  - 0   -     -     -   
  - 0   -     -     -   

Sub total   1,001   1,000   -     2,001 

A4 Asset and investment 
purchases, (see table)

  - 0   - 0   - 0   -   
  - 0   - 0   - 0   -   

Sub total   - 0   - 0   - 0   -   

Total payments   1,001   1,000   - 0   2,001 

Net of receipts/(payments)   1,126   -     -     1,126 
A5 Transfers between funds   - 0   -     -     -   
A6 Cash funds last year end   - 0   -     -     -   

Cash funds this year end   1,126   -     -     1,126 

Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period

Categories Details 
Unrestricted 

funds 
Restricted funds 

to nearest £ to nearest £

B1 Cash funds Nat West Current Account   1,126   -   

  -     -   

CCXX R !  accounts (SS)1 �1 07/05/2018
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  -     -   

Total cash funds   1,126   -   

(agree balances with receipts and payments 
account(s)) OK OK

Unrestricted 
funds 

Restricted funds 

Details to nearest £ to nearest £

B2 Other monetary assets   -     -   

  -     -   

  -     -   

  -     -   

  -     -   

  -     -   

Details
Fund to which asset 

belongs Cost (optional)

B3 Investment assets   -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

Details
Fund to which asset 

belongs Cost (optional)

B4 Assets retained for the 
charity’s own use

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

Details
Fund to which 
liability relates

Amount due 
(optional)

B5 Liabilities   -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

  -   

Signed by one or two trustees on behalf 
of all the trustees Signature Print Name

CCXX R !  accounts (SS)2 �2 07/05/2018



Thank you….. 

The Olive Branch Network expresses our sincerest thanks to the following individuals, 
companies and funding sources, people who supported with getting The Olive Branch 
Network off the ground. We wouldn’t have been able to do this without your support  

• Bunyan Baptist Church and Twinklers  
• Martha Inch  
• Lucy Greenland 
• Hub Church - Dan Drew, David Holmes 
• Brickett Wood Community Choir  
• Ukulele group  
• Slim With Rach group 
• Hertfordshire Community Fund 
• St Marks Church  
• The Hub Church  
• Nina Ajula  
• Sue Cowin 
• Amy Nash  
• Kirsty Jayne 
• Sainsbury’s Corey’s Mill 
• Kim Mistry  
• Clair De Lune 
• Mothercare Watford 
• Hubbub.org.uk  

There are so many more people we could 
name, but thank you again to all the people 
that have helped us reach this amazing 
milestone. 
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